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most recent Department of Defense report on 
Taiwan’s military power, China currently en-
joys air superiority over Taiwan. 

In recent decades, we witnessed how Tai-
wan evolved from authoritarian rule to a vi-
brant democracy. Taiwan also has been a reli-
able political, economic and cultural ally of the 
United States. In recent years, Taiwan has 
been very strong in cooperating with us 
against global terrorism. 

It is also my view that we must continue to 
support Taiwan’s participation in global affairs 
by supporting Taiwan and its 23,000,000 peo-
ple in becoming a member of the United Na-
tions. An internationally visible Taiwan is a 
strong Taiwan. 

Today, Taiwan remains a major trading part-
ner and friend. Our strong economic and cul-
tural ties go back nearly a hundred years. We 
hope that this strong bond will continue for an-
other 100 years and more. Congratulations to 
the people of the Republic of China (Taiwan) 
on their Centennial National Day. 
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, on October 10, 
2011, The Republic of China (Taiwan) cele-
brates their 100th anniversary and I want to 
congratulate our friends in Southeast Asia on 
this most important of milestones. 

One hundred years ago a Chinese doctor, 
Sun Yat-sen, rose up against the Qing rulers 
of China to free his people from their tight 
grip. The end result of this uprising led to the 
formation of what is now known as The Re-
public of China (Taiwan). 

Over these last 100 years, Taiwan has be-
come a beacon of democracy in the Pacific 
and a champion for peace and human rights 
in that part of the world. Taiwan is a strong 
proponent of the same freedoms we enjoy 
here in the United States such as freedom of 
speech, freedom of the press and freedom of 
religion. 

Taiwan’s President, Ma Ying-jeou is also to 
be congratulated for his work in maintaining 
peace in the Pacific by reducing tension with 
China, their neighbors along the Taiwan Strait. 

Again, congratulations to Taiwan. We look 
forward to our continued friendship over the 
next 100 years and beyond. 
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Ms. PINGREE of Maine. Mr. Speaker, 
coastal communities across this Nation are in 
trouble. Economically important working water-
front jobs are disappearing. Businesses that 
require access to the water are closing their 
doors, fishing wharves are being turned into 
condos. And, the cultural identity of our water-
front communities is dissolving. 

I live in a community built around a working 
waterfront. My friends and neighbors on North 

Haven need access to the coastline to land 
their lobsters, store their bait, load and unload 
their lobster traps. They need a place to keep 
their skiffs and park their trucks. Elsewhere on 
the coast, working waterfronts are critical con-
nections between the ocean and land for boat 
builders, marina operators, aquaculturists, 
seafood processors, charter boat captains and 
crew, recreational fishing businesses, and 
many others who require access to the water. 
These businesses need to be located on the 
water and require access to the water for their 
business models to work. Water dependent, 
coastal-related businesses are the cultural and 
economic heart of many of our coastal com-
munities and working waterfronts are quickly 
disappearing under tremendous pressures 
from incompatible use and development 
trends. 

Of Maine’s 3,300 miles of coastline, less 
than 20 miles support commercial fishing and 
other traditional marine-based activities. This 
small portion of the coastline contributes $800 
million to Maine’s economy and provides di-
rect or indirect employment for about 30,000 
people. As the coastline became more devel-
oped, traditional uses disappeared, giving way 
to condos, summer houses, and other non- 
compatible uses. These changes in how 
coastal communities use their land present 
one of the primary challenges facing Maine’s 
working waterfronts. 

This problem is not unique to Maine, it oc-
curs on all of our coasts and in the Great 
Lakes region. Across the country, working wa-
terfront jobs are quickly disappearing under 
the tremendous pressure communities face 
from conversion to incompatible uses. Once 
these businesses close, once the waterfronts 
and waterways stop supporting water depend-
ent businesses, the businesses do not come 
back. And, many states and local communities 
have recognized this dangerous trend and are 
taking action to preserve waterfront dependent 
businesses. In recognition of the national im-
portance of working waterfronts, local commu-
nity and state representatives have come to-
gether to form a national working waterfronts 
and waterways council that has helped put on 
symposiums that bring people to the table with 
the tools and knowledge needed to develop 
sustainable working waterfronts around the 
Nation. But, local communities and states 
need help at the federal level. 

It is time to help maintain working water-
fronts through a federally authorized program 
that will serve to support, implement, and fur-
ther develop working waterfront preservation 
efforts across the nation. That is why I am in-
troducing legislation with Representatives 
ROBERT E. ANDREWS, EARL BLUMENAUER, 
MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO, LOIS CAPPS, DONNA 
M. CHRISTENSEN, GERALD E. CONNOLLY, SAM 
FARR, BOB FILNER, WILLIAM R. KEATING, BAR-
BARA LEE, MIKE MCINTYRE, JAMES P. MORAN, 
PEDRO R. PIERLUISI, MICHAEL QUIGLEY, LOUISE 
M. SLAUGHTER, PAUL TONKO, and LYNN C. 
WOOLSEY that encourages states to seriously 
think about these areas and how to best pro-
tect them. While recognizing the common 
problem of disappearing waterfront access for 
businesses, this program will also provide the 
flexibility that different states and local govern-
ments need to address working waterfronts 
around the Nation. 

Our legislation amends the Coastal Zone 
Management Act to establish a Working Wa-
terfronts program. This legislation embodies 

the spirit of the CZMA in that it allows each 
coastal state to determine what working water-
fronts are important to the people of that state, 
which working waterfronts are most threat-
ened, and who should be protecting them— 
the state, local or regional government, or a 
collaborative public-private partnership. 

The CZMA was developed as a tool to allow 
states the flexibility to manage their coasts in 
a manner that fits that particular coast. The 
CZMA recognizes separate needs of various 
coastal states and provides the flexibility to 
states to manage their coastal resources. The 
working waterfront program creates a grant 
program that states can apply for. In order for 
states to be eligible for a working waterfront 
grant, the state must have a working water-
front plan that requires a thoughtful, collabo-
rative, public process to identify the value and 
importance of working waterfronts. This bill is 
not designed to require states to undergo a 
completely new or comprehensive planning 
process but rather to utilize existing informa-
tion, planning, and programs at state and local 
levels to the greatest extent possible. Finally, 
the bill provides technical assistance to the 
states to develop these plans as well as other 
tools to protect working waterfronts. 

Maintaining working waterfronts preserves 
and creates coastal jobs, but also jobs beyond 
the water’s edge. Waterfront and waterway 
businesses support entire economies that de-
pend on the American tradition of marine- 
based trades. The Keep America’s Water-
fronts Working Act of 2011 will serve to main-
tain jobs in our communities and maintain the 
American tradition of coastal and waterways 
industry. 
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Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Cally Coleman Fromme, Exec-
utive Vice President of Zarsky Lumber Com-
pany in Victoria, Texas. Founded in 1928, 
Zarsky Lumber has ten locations throughout 
Texas, including Corpus Christi, Kingsville, 
Harlingen and Los Fresnos, serving builders, 
contractors and consumers. 

On October 26, 2011, Cally Fromme will be-
come the first woman to lead the National 
Lumber and Building Material Dealers Asso-
ciation (NLBMDA) as chair of the board. 
NLBMDA represents the interests of over 
6,000 lumber and building material dealers 
across the country. 

Prior to becoming NLBMDA chair, Cally 
served as chair-elect and vice chair of 
NLBMDA. She also served as chair of the As-
sociation’s Regulatory, Codes and Standards 
Committee and as president of the Lumber-
men’s Association of Texas and Louisiana, be-
coming the first woman to hold that position as 
well. 

A native of Victoria, Texas, Cally graduated 
with a degree in Business Administration from 
Southwestern University in Georgetown, 
Texas. She has been honored as one of the 
Magazine of the Golden Crescent’s 2010 Top 
5 Businesswomen, as a two time Paul Harris 
Fellowship winner, and as a North American 
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